
  

               

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Project 

The Belfast Mobility Project examined how 

divisions between, and among, communities 

affect people’s daily lives in the post-conflict 

city. This study treated segregation as the 

dynamic outcome of individuals’ routine  

movements as they travelled through Belfast, 

using its streets, amenities and activity spaces 

in different ways. The research explored a 

range of environmental and psychological 

factors that impact on how and where people 

move through the urban landscape.   

 

Context/Methods 

Research participants were drawn from five 

sites in North Belfast, which suffered 

disproportionately high levels of casualties 

during the Northern Ireland conflict and 

remains defined by a patchwork of Catholic 

and Protestant housing estates, often divided 

by security barriers. 520 participants 

completed a survey on intergroup contact and 

use of public spaces. 233 of these participants 

then downloaded the Belfast Pathways app to 

their GPS-enabled, Android smartphone, and 

agreed to have their movements recorded for a 

two-week period. Overall, more than 24.5 

million points of data were collected. Once 

cleaned and processed, the data allowed for the 

identification of areas of segregation and 

shared spaces, as well as routes taken by 

members of particular communities when 

accessing services and facilities, with orange 

dots in the map (top, left) representing routes 

used by both Catholics and Protestants. This 

data also enabled the analysis of how much 

time is spent in areas dominated by members 

of the other community. Finally, 33 walking 

interviews, which were also tracked, were 

carried out with a sample of respondents. 

 

Narrating the landscape 

During the walking interview, participants 

were asked to imagine they were tour guides, 

taking the researchers on a typical journey 

through their local neighbourhood to discuss 

the impact of community divisions and the 

associated symbolic landscape on their 

perception and use of space. As evident from 

the tracked walks at left, the Catholic 

participant (top) demonstrates a markedly 

different pattern of movement from the 

Protestant participant (bottom) when traveling 

in the divided neighborhood of 

Ardoyne/Glenbryn. Their respective 

perceptions of symbolic threat, shared space 

and communal identity differ in ways that help 

to sustain activity-space segregation.  


